Local Innovation Partnerships Fund – Earmarked Strand
Detailed guidance on the Local Innovation Partnerships Fund can be found at the following locations:
UKRI Guidance LIPF: https://www.ukri.org/publications/local-innovation-partnerships-fund-guidance/
UKRI Guidance – Earmarked Strand: https://www.ukri.org/opportunity/local-innovation-partnerships-fund-earmarked-strand/
NI Business Info – Local Guidance: www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/lipf.
Applicants are advised to read the guidance notes thoroughly to ensure that they are eligible before completing the Expression of Interest form below. 
Please contact innovationfunding@economy-ni.gov.uk with any queries. 
Expression of Interest 
The Department for the Economy is inviting Expressions of Interest from clusters within the Belfast-Derry/Londonderry Innovation Corridor. The Belfast-Derry/ Londonderry Innovation Corridor includes those areas located within the Belfast Region City Deal and the Derry~Londonderry & Strabane City Region City Deal.  
This Expression of Interest has been designed to determine the cluster(s) of focus and provide an outline of potential projects within the clusters.  
The Expression of Interest will be shared with the local LIPF Innovation Panel for their advice and decision on which cluster(s) should be the focus for Northern Ireland’s earmarked award. 
A decision on the cluster(s) of focus for the Innovation Corridor will be communicated by end December and, following this decision work will begin to develop a project portfolio for UKRI assessment for submission in May 2026. 
If you are expecting to complete an Expression of Interest for your cluster, it would be appreciated if you could advise DfE's LIPF Team via the innovationfunding@economy-ni.gov.uk mailbox at your earliest convenience.  This will allow the team to prepare background information for the Innovation Panel ahead of their formal assessment process.
Interested clusters should email their completed Expression of Interest form to innovationfunding@economy-ni.gov.uk by 4pm on 3 December 2025 providing information on the following areas using the template below: 
· The cluster you are based within and its potential for growth; 
· Evidence of collaboration within the cluster;
· The cluster’s potential for leveraging private sector investment; and
· A potential pipeline of project ideas.
Please complete all sections in the form.   

Local Innovation Partnerships Fund – Earmarked Strand
Expression of Interest Form 
Cluster Details
	Cluster Name
	



	Lead Contact

Organisation & Key Contact Details

	




	Supporting actors within the Cluster

	







Cluster Summary (1,000 words maximum) 
Describe your cluster, the stage of its maturity (emerging/ established), why your cluster should be prioritised for LIPF support and how it aligns from a strategic perspective at both a national and local level.  
Please include details of existing infrastructure, assets and key actors within the cluster. 
Please also describe how your cluster can deliver impact across the Innovation Corridor.
	· 


 
Evidence of Collaboration (500 words maximum)
Please provide evidence of effective collaboration within your cluster and across the ecosystem, for example, collaborative projects, programmes and priority setting, formal partnerships or joint ventures. Please include details of any experience of management of large-scale innovation programmes or similar. 
	· 



Project Pipeline (1,000 words maximum)
Please provide a high-level summary of indicative projects that would drive activity within the cluster(s) of focus.  
You should consider how a pipeline of projects can be delivered with the necessary scale to deliver against UKRI’s LIPF objectives. It is desirable to include projects included which are at least £5m in value. 
You should include how the project pipeline will build on existing infrastructure and assets such as those being delivered via the City and Growth Deals.  
	· 



Match Funding (500 words maximum)
With regards to the indicative project pipeline, you should outline how the cluster’s indicative portfolio is intended to meet UKRI’s match funding requirements – 2:1 private to public investment ratio (across the portfolio and seven-year lifespan: five years of the programme and a further two years reporting period), 1:1 ratio during the delivery phase. Indicate whether funding is secured, in progress, or expected. 
Applicants should refer to pages 10 and 11 of UKRI’s guidance note for further information on the categories of match funding which are acceptable.  
	· 



Any Other Information (500 words maximum)
Please outline any additional information to be considered.



Please return by 4pm Wednesday 3 December 2025 to innovationfunding@economy-ni.gov.uk

For any questions or clarifications on the LIPF or this Expression of Interest form, please contact the Department for the Economy’s LIPF Team at innovationfunding@economy-ni.gov.uk


Privacy Notice 
For information on how DfE handles personal data, please refer to our Privacy Notice which can be accessed on the LIPF NI Business Info page at www.nibusinessinfo.co.uk/lipf..


